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Improvements in works for popular Heritage Park road
OLYMPIA – Improvements to Heritage Park walking areas over the next month are designed to maintain accessibility for users and ensure protection of a power plant. 
The Department of General Administration will install a new crosswalk and signs to help guide park users, specifically along the Powerhouse Road that runs for about a quarter-mile below the hillside trail. The improvements are expected to be completed by the end of April. 
General Administration maintains Heritage Park and Capitol Lake. The department decided to make the changes after consulting with the Washington State Patrol, which provides security at the park. 

A recent incident at the park brought to light concerns about how to maintain a balance of security and accessibility. General Administration and the State Patrol agreed that the improvements will preserve open use of the park while ensuring that the power plant along the lake remains protected. 

The power plant services dozens of buildings on the Capitol Campus and is operated by General Administration. 

The improvements include: 

· Installation of a crosswalk where the hillside trail from the Capitol Campus crosses the Powerhouse Road. 

· Installation of signs that will direct pedestrians to yield to state vehicles that are used to bring maintenance materials to the park. State Patrol troopers also regularly drive in the park while making security checks. 
· Installation of signs that notify drivers of the new crosswalk. 

· Installation of a “no trespassing” sign at the entrance to the power plant.
“Heritage Park is becoming more and more of a gathering spot and a destination for a variety of uses,” said General Administration Director Linda Villegas Bremer. “The improvements we’re putting into place along the Powerhouse Road are designed to make the park an even better place for our community.”

Other improvements to the park will begin in August following the annual Lakefair festival. The Legislature approved $1.6 million for: 

· Grading for flood protection and to shape lawn areas.

· Drainage and irrigation systems.

· Installation of utility conduits.

· Installation of topsoil and turf seed. 

· Installation of some furniture and additional paths for users. 
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